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10 CHANCERY LANE GALLERY ART BASEL HONG KONG 2015 PROGRAM 

 

DINH Q. LÊ: Tropicana Migration 
HUANG RUI & WANG KEPING: Black & White Cats 

Frog King, Huang Rui, Wang Keping, Dinh Q. Lê:  
ART BASEL Hong Kong 2015 Booth 1D38 

 

10 Chancery Lane Gallery will bring a collective and multi-faceted selection of programs to 
the gallery’s three major locations, presenting strong art works from the region of Hong 
Kong, China & South East Asia during Art Basel Hong Kong 2015.  

 

DINH Q. LÊ: Tropicana Migration 

WHEN:  Opening on Thursday, 12th March, 6-10pm（Exhibition starts 13th March, 
ends 18th April, 2015） 

WHERE:  10 Chancery Lane Gallery, SoHo, Central 

 

Vietnamese artist Dinh Q. Lê will create an installation work at 10 Chancery Lane Gallery to 
analyze modern-day migrational habits.  Taking Danang Beach as the focus locale, Lê 
analyzes the migrational patterns of both Westerners from Europe and the US as well as 
North Asians who seek warmer climates during the winter. Danang (Đà Nẵng), an important 
port city, was home to a major air base that was used by both the South Vietnamese and 
United States air forces. The base was considered one of the world's busiest airports during 
the war, reaching an average of 2,595 air traffic operations daily, more than any airport in the 
world at that time. American troops arrived on China Beach to defend Danang. Ironically, 
Danang Beach is now a strip of 5-star hotels filled with wealthy travellers enjoying the 
tropics.  
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Dinh Q. Lê transforms the gallery into Danang Beach with floor-to-ceiling wall coverings.  An 
installation of brightly painted coconuts, their first shoots of palm erupting, cover the floor.  Lê 
uses the coconut as a symbol of migration; coconuts float around the seas finding beaches 
to sprout from causing their own migrations and transplantations. A drinks refrigerator sits in 
the gallery with a wax replica sculpture of Ho Chi Minh housed within. In Vietnam, the Ho Chi 
Minh mausoleum is visited like a tourism freak show. Lê transports Ho Chi Minh to Hong 
Kong to offer the same sort of voyeurism as we peer through the glass door of the 
refrigerator.  
 
This false reality of beautiful seascapes set upon war torn beaches is further emphasized in 
a new series of photo-weavings that Lê will create for this exhibition combining war images 
with beach scenes. 
 
A series of tourism posters inviting visitors to come back to Vietnam with sayings such as 
“Come back to Vietnam, we promised we won’t spit on you” add further incongruity to the 
seemingly pleasant colors and relaxed feel of the exhibition. 
  
Born in 1968 in Hà Tiên, a Vietnamese town near the Cambodian border, Dinh Q. Lê 
immigrated with his family to the U.S. at the age of ten to escape the Khmer Rouge. After 
studying photography and media art, Lê attracted attention with his tapestries made by 
weaving together strips of photographs, a process inspired by traditional Vietnamese grass 
mat weaving. Dinh’s interest is to explore history from the stories of individuals who have 
undergone events whose facts have been overshadowed by “official” national and social 
histories. 
  
Dinh Q. Lê is one of the most successful artists in Asia today. He participated in 
dOCUMENTA (2013), and was the first artist from Vietnam to be offered a solo show at the 
MoMA (NYC) in 2010. The MORI Museum in Tokyo is holding a retrospective of his work 
from July 25 – October 12 this year. 
 
 
HUANG RUI & WANG KEPING: Black and White Cats 

WHEN:  Opens Friday 13th March  
Exhibition Opening Hours: 
CHAI WAN MEI weekend 14th (11am – 9pm) & 15th March (11am-7pm).  
Fridays and Saturdays until 5th April (11am-5pm) or by appointment. 

 Friday 13th March, 10am-12pm Brunch and Artist Talk: Huang Rui and 
Wang Keping in conversation with South China Morning Post journalist 
Angela Meng and (rsvp@10chancerylanegallery.com limited capacity) 

 Monday 16th March, 10am-12pm Brunch and Artist Talk: Huang Rui and 
Wang Keping in conversation with Karen Smith, Director, OCT Contemporary 
Art Terminal Xi’an (OCAT Xi’an). Followed by Performance by Huang Rui    
(rsvp@10chancerylanegallery.com limited capacity) 

 
WHERE:  10 Chancery Lane Art Projects, Unit 604, Chai Wan Industrial City Phase 1, 

60 Wing Tai Road, Chai Wan, Hong Kong 



 

Black and White Cats by Huang Rui and Wang Keping, a duo exhibition. 

Chinese Artist Huang Rui presents a performance-based art work entitled Black and White 
Cats 49,Then?  Inspired by the slogan by Deng Xiaoping, “It doesn’t matter if a cat is black or 
white as long as it catches mice.” Huang Rui’s live action painting that is 15 meters long and 
4 meters tall was made by painting the bodies of 7 women and imprinting their bodies 49 
times on the canvas.  The painting is divided into 50 sections. The painting represents the 
colors black and white to signify the Yin and Yang. The numbers have significance: 7 times 7 
is 49. China was established in 1949.  49 further is an important number in Buddhism as it is 
said that when one dies it takes 49 days for rebirth. The Buddha, Siddhāttha contemplated 
for 49 days before reaching enlightenment. Hong Kong is now in the 17th year since the 
Handover from the British. Deng Xiaoping created the slogan: “One Country Two Systems, 
50 years Unchanged.”  While a third of the 50 years has been completed the One Country 
Two Systems idea has already been challenged. Huang Rui’s performance asks what comes 
after 49?   

Wang Keping joins fellow Stars (XING XING) group founder Huang Rui in Black and 
White Cats. Wang Keping’s sculptures combine the natural elements of wood with the 
flowing forms of figuration and lastly singes them until they are dark as chocolate. Wang 
Keping’s work strives towards simplicity and balance of forms. These two artists were 
part of the drive for artistic freedom in China when they organized the Stars (XING 
XING) exhibition in Beijing 35 years ago. This will be the first time that the two leading 
Stars artists will exhibit together in a duo show in Hong Kong.   

 

WANG KEPING at ART BASEL HK ENCOUNTERS 



 

Wang Keping has been selected to exhibit at Art Basel HK’s curated Encounters section with 
2 colossal works of wood sculpture measuring 3.5 meters in height titled Les Spectateurs. 
Each work is made from a single tree. These works are being shown in Hong Kong for the 
first time. The woman towers over the man; Keping has always put more importance on 
woman throughout his career. Now at the age of 65, Keping confesses that he will no longer 
be able to make large-scale works making these pieces a precious and unique part of his life 
works which have never been exhibited in Hong Kong.  

This year’s Encounters is curated by Alexie Glass-Kantor, Executive Director of Artspace, 
Sydney, the preeminent Australian institution which supports the commissioning of 
contemporary art, publishing initiatives, and residencies.  

 

Art Basel Hong Kong 2015 Booth (1D38) 

FROG KING (HK), HUANG RUI and WANG KEPING (CHINA), DINH Q. LE (VIETNAM) 

WHEN:  13th – 15th March, 2015 
WHERE:  Hong Kong Convention & Exhibition Centre, Wanchai Booth (1D38) 
 
There is much attention now being given to important historical artists from China, Hong 
Kong and the rest of Asia. The early abstract works from the 1970s and 1980s, little known, 
are now being reexamined and given their place in history. 10 Chancery Lane Exhibits at Art 
Basel HK the works of the 1970s by Hong Kong artist Frog King (Kwok Mang Ho), and 
the1980s by Chinese artists Huang Rui and Wang Keping. Three defining artists from Hong 
Kong and China! They are joined by important Vietnamese artist, Dinh Q. Le whose work will 
be featured in a major retrospective at the Mori Museum in the Summer of 2015. 



 
 

Frog King (a.k.a. Kwok Mang Ho, b. 1947). “An inimitable force unto himself, Frog King is a 
pioneering conceptual and performance artist who has been breaking boundaries in Hong 
Kong and beyond since the late 1960s. Originally trained in ink painting and calligraphy in 
the studio of seminal New Ink Painting master Lui Shou Kwan--where he was already 
considered to be something of an enfant terrible—Frog King is one of the earliest Chinese 
contemporary artists to explore the use of ink painting as a conceptual tool, incorporating it 
as both action and material into multiple-media installations, performances, happenings and 
assembled environments incorporating discards and everyday objects. Since 1967, Frog 
King’s art and performances have been presented at over 3000 exhibitions and art events 
worldwide, and he has been the recipient of numerous awards and honours internationally 
including being the Hong Kong representative of the 2011 Venice Biennale. His work is 
collected by museums, foundations and private collectors. “Each one of Frog King’s works 
represents a fractal embodiment of his conceptual utopia.” –Valerie Doran, curator of Frog 
King Totem Exhibition at 10 Chancery Lane Gallery in 2014. 
 

 

 
Huang Rui, (b. 1952, Beijing) and Wang Keping (b. 1949) are two of China’s most highly 
regarded artists and the main protagonists of the first non-conformist art groups in 1979 
China.  Two leaders of the Stars Group (Xing Xing) and exhibition, they were pivotal in the 
art movement that initiated some of the first free art expressions in the Post-Mao era bringing 
together like-minded artists. Huang Rui was a seminal figure of the Dashanzi Factory 798 Art 
District. Huang Rui has sought to express art’s function as a reflection of society and its 



strength in addressing contemporary concerns. His works from the 1980s have been 
described by Thomas Berghuis, curator of Chinese Art, the Solomon Guggenheim Museum: 
“With Huang Rui a new language of Chinese art emerges that is based on spiritual presence 
in painting the subject under rapid economic and social change in China. They further extend 
into an important movement of abstraction in China during the course of the first half of the 
1980s.” The early works of both Huang Rui and Wang Keping dating from the 1980s 
represent a new framing of reality for contemporary China, one that became free from the 
expressions of socialist propaganda, which controlled art under Maoist China.  

 
Wang Keping (b. 1949) was a scriptwriter for CCTV in post-Mao 1970s when he started to 
sculpt in wood. Driven, like many others in China, by his frustration after the cultural 
revolution he created provocative works that criticized the regime. His work Idol, depicting 
Mao as a Buddha figure is written about in most all books on Chinese contemporary art 
history. His works in the 1980s, political and charged, have evolved into sensual figurative 
works that interplay the balance of the feminine curves with those of a more brute male. The 
male female eroticism is seen in some works where others play on the loving relationship 
between mother and child.  
 

 

 



Dinh Q. Lê (b.1968) will be featured in a solo exhibition at the Mori Museum, Japan, from 
July – Oct. 2015. He is considered to be one of Vietnam’s most significant contemporary 
artists. Born in Vietnam in 1968, Lê moved to Los Angeles with his family in 1979 after 
fighting erupted between the Vietnamese and the Khmer Rouge near their village at the 
Cambodian border. Layered and fragile memory is at the core of Lê’s work. His work 
addresses how memories and reality might become inter-changeable and how society 
records human suffering in history. The artist is known for his technique of weaving 
photographic images together. His new series of works analyze modern-day migrational 
habits in relation to tourism and the Vietnam War.  

 
For more information about the exhibition or scheduled interviews with the artists or director, 
please contact Bo Kim by email bo@10chancerylanegallery.com OR call +852 2810 0065 
 

EVENTS during ART BASEL HK:  
 
CHAI WAN MEI  
 
WHEN:  Saturday 14th March, 11am – 9pm, Sunday 15th March, 11am – 7pm.  
WHERE:  Various locations across the Chai Wan neighborhood 
 

 
 
Chai Wan Mei Art and Design Festival Those seeking a unique cross-cultural art 
scene in Hong Kong, head to the industrial city of Chai Wan on March 14th and 15th for the 
vibrant 2-day event. Based in the industrial neighborhood of Chai Wan, Chai Wan Mei Art 
and Design Festival continues to grow each year and is now participated by 60 artists, 
designers and creative professionals across 40 spaces including art galleries, artist and 
photographic studios, as well as other creative spaces over a period of two days. Organized 
by 10 Chancery Lane Gallery and Platform China in conjunction and with the support of the 
The Burger Collection and K11 Art Foundation, Chai Wan Mei is now a much anticipated 
event in the Hong Kong art calendar attracting local and international visitors looking to 
escape the fair grounds for a few hours and further explore Hong Kong’s grassroots arts 
scene beyond the Central district. This year’s edition will feature Art Intervention,s curated by 
Inti Guerrero, Videos and words from a Post-Industrial City in the public spaces of the 
industrial buildings in Chai Wan by Hong Kong’s emerging and established artists as well as 



international artists.  
 
Shuttle buses to Chai Wan will be arranged from HK Convention and Exhibition Centre, Expo 
Drive (Art Basel HK).  
For more information, please visit: www.chaiwnamei.org  
  
  
Art Gallery Night by Hong Kong Art Gallery Association (HKAGA) 
 
The Hong Kong Art Gallery Association is hosting Hong Kong Art Gallery Night on Thursday, 
12th March. Co-President of the HKAGA, Katie de Tilly of 10 Chancery Lane Gallery, says, 
“Hong Kong’s diverse gallery scene has so much to offer from cutting edge Asian emerging 
artists to international famous names.” For visitors out on the prowl wanting to experience 
the vibrant art scene and the exhibitions prior to Art Basel HK, the participating galleries 
across Hong Kong will open their doors to the public from 6pm – 10pm. 
 
WHEN:  Thursday 12th March, 6-10pm 
WHERE:  Participating galleries in SoHo, Central, Sheung Wan, Aberdeen, Hong Kong 

For more info, please visit: http://www.hk-aga.org 
  
 
 


